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(iii) ‘Shodh Yatri’ Programme 
Myanmar (Burma)  

Search for Foot-Prints of the Indian National Army  
led by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

 
Myanmar or Burma is our neighbor country. Its association with India is well regarded. The 
Shodh Yatri team proposes to search for Myanmar’s role in India’s Freedom struggle and 
particularly Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and Indian National Army.  
 

1. Geography:  Geographically Myanmar plays a very important role in Southeast Asia. 
It shares its boundaries with five countries, China (in the north), India and Bangladesh 
(to South Asian Countries on the west) and Thailand and Laos (to Southeast Asian 
Countries). Myanmar is divided into Seven states and Seven Divisions. The river 
Irrawaddy known as Ganga of Myanmar. The population of the Myanmar is crossing 
52 millions. With India it shares the Indian Ocean which lies to its South. It has 
mountains on its three sides and a long coastline with the fertile Irravaddy delta in 
between and plateau to the east of the central valley. Because of such topographical 
situation, it is inhabited by many different cultural groups, which is made as an 
‘anthropological paradise’. Myanmar is referred in Several ancient Buddhist Jataka 
stories.  

 
2. History: The history of Burma begins with the coming of the Mon people from 

Central Asia in 2500-1500 BC. The political history of Myanmar goes back much 
beyond the Pagan times. The Pegu kingdom ruled for two centuries brought peace and 
stability. Famous Shwe Dagon Pagoda at Rangoon were built by this kingdom. Pagon 
was old name of Rangoon and it was renamed as Rangoon by king Alungpaya in 
1755. The British established their supremacy in Myanmar in beginning of 19th 
century A.D. and  made as their colony. Three major battles were fought between 
Burma and British and they are called as Anglo-Burmese War. The first Anglo-
Burmese war was in 1826; Second Anglo-Burmese War was fought in 1852 and Third 
Anglo-Burmese War was fought in 1885. After the third was the Burma king Thibaw 
was sent in exile to India and Burma became part of British-India.  

 
3. The Role of Myanmar in India’s Freedom:  The onslaught of British imperialism 

and Colonialism upon Myanmar and India was too harsh. Yet, the enormously 
powerful British rulers could not estimate the strength of the everlasting bond 
between the two people. Myanmar was never culturally separated from India. The 
Myanmar revolutionary U. Ottam who was known as Subhas Chandra Bose of 
Myanmar and also Gandhi of Burma, tried to rejuvenate the Burma-India relations in 
the 1920s. Ottam was a Buddhist monk and aware of unique heritage of Bengal. He 
made the closest contacts with the Swarajists of Bengal and at the same time used the 
platform of the Indian National Congress to achieve his goal.  

 
4. Land of Exile:  Myanmar served as land of exile during the British period. The 

British were in the habit of sending Indian prisoners to Myanmar. For the Indians, 
Myanmar was a ‘Far-Off’ country. Not only that there the ‘trustworthy’ Indian 
officers managed the Jail administration with considerable efficiency. One of the 
earliest and largest jails of British-Burma was the Mandalay Jail. Indian visitors were 
common guests there. One of the eminent and earliest visitors of the Burmese Jails 
was the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Zafar Shah-II in 1857. Lokamanya Tilak, Lala 
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Lajpat Rai, Sarda Ajit Singh, Jiban Lal Chatterjee and Bhupendra Kumar Dutta 
among other important freedom fighters were also prisoned  in the Mandalay Jail. 
Later Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was also kept in this Jail. In 1927 February the 
British authority shifted Netaji from Mandalay jail to Rangoon Jail, but they could not 
resists the popularity of Netaji. Finally, in 1927 May British authority released Netaji 
from prison. 

 
5. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and Myanmar: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose (b. 

1897) is one of the most splendid figures of the nationalist movement of India. In 
India he is passionately remembered as the most courageous and un-compromising 
patriot of modern time. Netaji was someone who always dreamt of forming a unit of 
indigenous army so that one day India could take on British Raj. Netaji was arrested 
six times during his political carrier by British. Every time he emerged with a new 
vigor and went forward. Netaji was selected as President of Indian National Congress 
for Two times in 1938 and 1939. In 1924 October under the Regulation Act of 1918, 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was arrested from his residence. The British 
administration told that Netaji had  close links with the revolutionary groups based in 
England and Berlin. Netaji narrates the journey from Rangoon to Mandalay Jail that 
“From the fun they (the British Jailers) made, one would think that we were either 
high state officials or wild animals”. The chapter titled “In Burmese Prisons 1925-27” 
provides a detail description of Netaji’s Jail life.  

 
6. Durga Puja Episode: in 1925 Netaji led a group to Jail superintendent to grant 

permission to perform Durga Pooja in the Jail. The authority denied the permission, 
Netaji and his followers went on hunger strike for 15 days, later the authority granted 
the permission. This was character of Netaji fought of ‘cause’.  

 
7. Chalo Dhili March:  After several months of intensive military training, Subhas 

Chandra Bose felt that the INA was ready to free India. His plan was to enter north-
east India through Burma. By January 1944, the Provisional Government of Azad 
Hind and the INA began moving to Burma. Netaji shifted his Provincial Headquarter 
to Burma on 5th April, 1944 the Azad Hind Bank was opened in Rangoon. Once, 
Netaji paid his visit to tomb of Mughal king Bahadur Shah-II. From there he decided 
to call a march on ‘Dilli Chalo’. Together with the Japanese, the Indian National 
Army (INA) successfully staged two military campaigns in March and captured 
Imphal and Arakan.  Thereafter, the Japanese decided to capture Kohima, a strategic 
point in the mountainous border region between India and Burma. However, the 
Indian National Army (INA) and Japanese took longer than expected to capture it. 
When the monsoons arrived in May, the INA and Japanese who had run out of 
supplies by then, were forced to retreat. The tide of war had turned. On 15th August 
1945, Japan surrendered. Despite the loss of an ally, Bose did not waver. He 
immediately looked to the Soviet Union for support.  With the loss of the Japanese 
ally, Bose immediately looked to the Soviet Union for support. According to sources 
in August 1945 he left the war field took journey en route to the Soviet Union via 
Taiwan, his plane crashed. It was later alleged by various sources that the plane did 
not crash and Bose safely reached the Soviet Union. 
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