
1 

 

(iv) ‘Shodh Yatri’ Programme 
Bangladesh-  Search for Martyrs & Freedom Fighters 

 
 
Bangladesh is situated on the deltas of large rivers flowing from Himalayas: the Ganges unites 
with Jamuna (main channel of the Brahamaputra) and later joins the Meghna to eventually flow 
into the Bay of Bengal. Indian States Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura share 
2,545 miles long international border, the fifth longest international border in the world, with 
Bangladesh. Bangla is the official language of the Bangladesh.  
2. Brief History: The history of the region is closely intertwined with the history of Bengal 

and the history of India. Many of the archaeological excavations in Bangladesh revealed 
evidences of the Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) culture of the Indian Sub-
continent (c. 700-200 BC). Much of the current Bangladesh regions were the part of the 
Anga (one of the 16 Mahajanapadas) which flourished in the 6th century BC. During the 
early medieval times Gupta dynasty had also ruled over it. Following it, the Budhist 
Pala dynasty ruled over these areas for centuries. Many other dynasties such as Candra, 
Sena, Deva etc. had ruled over the eastern part of Bengal up to the 11th century. With the 
advent of the Turks and the Central Asia rulers, Bengal was them till the emergence of 
European powers. 

3. The British East India Company gained control over Bengal following the battle of 
Plessey in 1757. Dhaka, Rajshahi, Khulna and Kushtia were the chief producers of tea, 
sugarcane, cotton, jute, muslin etc. which suited the British imperialism for its profitable 
exports. The British consolidated their power to satisfy their economic needs. Gradually, 
the Indian intelligentsia, Ram Mohun Roy and others undertook a social movement in the 
Bengal (known as the Bengal Renaissance). When the 1857 Uprising broke out the 
people of eastern part of Bengal (now Bangladesh) had also taken part in it. From hereon 
to the creation of East Pakistan (later Bangladesh) on 14 August 1947, the people of 
Bengal continuously fought shoulder to shoulder with people from other regions for 
achieving independence for India. 

4. When in 1948, the Government of Pakistan declared Urdu as the national language, the 
Bengali-speaking people of East Pakistan vehemently opposed it and demanded Bengali 
to be accepted as an official language along with Urdu in Pakistan. This is known as 
Bhasha Andolan. The agitation gradually became so volatile that the Pakistani army’s 
undertook to crack it down in March 1971. Following all these, the leader of the 
movement declared East Pakistan’s independence and many leaders including him took 
refuge in India. Later, the coming of the refugees in great number into the Indian 
Territory and the Pakistani aggression reignited the hostility with India. Since Indian 
sympathy was with East Pakistan, India intervened on 3 December 1971 in the war and 
sided with the East Pakistan or the Bangladeshis and helped them to become independent 
by defeating the Pakistani army. 

5. Freedom Struggle from undivided Bengal (now Bangladesh): Recently the Prime 
Minister visited Bangladesh on 6 June, 2015 and the highlights in Dhaka were the 
exchange of documents related to the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA), which paves the 
way for exchange of territories to settle 41 year old border dispute. The Prime Minister 
also focused on the relations between the two countries. Further, it is found that large 
number of freedom fighters and nationalist from undivided Bengal particularly from 
Bangladesh made a significant impact on Indian youth.  

6. Search for Martyrs and Freedom Fighters from Bangladesh: The purpose of the 
Shodh Yatri Programme for Bangladesh is to concentrate on the Martyrs and Freedom 
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fighters of India’s freedom struggle from the present Bangladesh. It is emphasised that 
the team will look into the martyrs, leaders, their family details and their family 
association with the society. The team will also search for narratives associated with the 
nationalist fighters’ stories, their relations, etc. also the team will look into the major 
incidents, movements, conspiracies, etc. for the Indian freedom struggle from East 
Bengal (now Bangladesh) as follows 

I. Incidents, movements, Conspiracies of the Freedom Movement from the East 
Bengal (now Bangladesh): 

 
(a) Alipore Conspiracy Case, 1909: The Alipore conspiracy case, for the first time 

showed the root of revolutionary movement in Bengal and into the motion of truly 
organised movement.  
Birendranath Das Gupta: Resident of Bikrampur village, Dacca district of 
Bangladesh; born in 1891; A member of Bagha Jatin Mukherjis’ revolutionary group, 
he shot dead Shamsul Alam, the in-charge of the Alipore Conspiracy Case, in the 
Alipore Court campus on 24 January 1910. He was arrested, tried, and condemned to 
death. 
Jatindra Nath Mukherji alias Bagha Jatin: From present Bangladesh a very well 
known revolutionary and martyrs is remembered both in India and Bangladesh. Many 
Bengals youth were inspired and participated in the National Movement after the 
sacrifice of Jatindra Nath Mukherjee and popularly known as Bagha Jatin. He was 
born on 8 December, 1879 in village Koya, of Kumarkhali, distt. Nadia, Bengal (now 
in Kushtia, Bangladesh). His father was Chandra Mukherji. He passed Entrance 
examination from Anglo-Vernacular School, Krishnanagar, and subsequently passed 
the F. A. Examination of the Calcutta University.  In August 1903 he joined the 
Bengal Secretariat as a typist on a salary of Rs. 30. In May 1907 he was deputed as a 
shorthand writer to Mr. O’Malley’s Office in Darjeeling for the Gazetteer work, 
where he came to the notice of the police in cases of clashes with the Europeans. He 
was ordered to leave Darjeeling within 24-hours on the ground that he had fought 
with two British soldiers, who had abused and assaulted him. In Darjeeling he and 
some of his Bengali associates started two clubs – Bandhab Samity and Kagjhora 
Athletics Club for the purpose of physical culture. The members were chiefly the 
students of the Darjeeling High School. Jatindra Nath was known for his physical 
prowess and courage and popularly believed to have killed a tiger with bare hands, 
earning the title “Bagha”. The Bandhab Samity was, actually, a branch of Calcutta 
Anushilan Samity. It was suspected that he was the main instigator in the 
assassination of Deputy Superintendent of Police, Shamsul Alam. He was arrested on 
the 27 January 1910 for his involvement in the Howrah Conspiracy Case and his 
house was searched from where some patriotic Bengali literature and seditious 
leaflets were found. However, charges against him were withdrawn due to lack of 
enough evidence and he was released. He took part in the political dacoity at Garden 
Reach in February 1915 and in Beliaghata, Calcutta, in February 1915. In February 
1915 he assassinated Nirode Haldar at 73 Pathuriaghata Street, Calcutta, and 
absconded. It was at this point that he participated in the grand design of the 
combined North and East Indian revolutionaries for organising an   insurrection to 
overthrow British rule in India. Looking for arms and  ammunitions from Japan, 
Germany, the United States of America and the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia), 
Jatin reached Balasore (Orissa) with his comrades in September 1915 to take delivery 
of an arms consignment from the German ship ‘Maverick’ on a lonely stretch of the 
sea coast. Intercepted by the armed police at Kaptipoda near Balasore, he was 
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seriously wounded in the armed encounter and died on 10 September 1915 (in a 
hospital at Balasore). 
Chittyapriya Roy Chaudhuri is resident of village Kahalia, district Faridpur of 
Bangladesh. From his student days in Madaripur High School, he was a member of 
Purna Das’s revolutionary group of Faridpur. He took part in the political dacoities in 
Mainat (Dacca) (12 January 1913), Gopalpur (2 April 1913) and Kawakuri (28 May 
1913) and made arrangements to conceal the loot.  Convicted and sentenced to jail for 
the Faridpur Conspiracy Case, he was shortly released. After release, he joined 
Jatin Mukherjee’s group and took part in the political dacoities in Garden Reach and 
Beliaghata, Calcutta, in 1915. On 28 February 1915 Inspector Suresh Chandra 
Mukherjee was shot dead at Cornwallis Square by Chittapriya and his associates, 
Monoranjan Sen and Nirendra Nath Das, for his attempts at arresting the 
revolutionaries. He also had a hand in the assassination of the police informer, Nirode 
Haldar, at Pathuriaghata in February 1915. Chittyapriya Roy participated in the grand 
design of the combined North and East Indian revolutionaries for organising an   
insurrection to overthrow British rule in India. Looking for arms and a ammunitions 
from Japan, Germany, the United States of America and the Dutch East Indies (now 
Indonesia), Chittyapriya Roy Chaudhuri and Bagha Jatin reached Balasore (Orissa) in 
September 1915 to take delivery of an arms consignment from the German ship 
‘Maverick’ on a lonely stretch of the sea coast. Intercepted by the armed police at 
Kaptipoda near Balasore, where Chittyapriya Roy was shot dead on 9 September 
1915. 

(b) Chittagaon Armoury Raid and other Revolutionaries:  
The most daring plan of the revolutionaries in the freedom struggle of India is the 
Chittagong Armoury Raid on 18 April 1930. It was planned in Chittagong by Surya 
Kumar Sen (Masterda) along with his closest confidants. The plan was to raid the 
Chittagong Armoury, acquire the arms and ammunitions, fight the British forces and 
their reinforcement and die fighting them in front of their townsmen to raise their 
patriotism, on the line of Irish Easter risings.  Their first phase was carried out with 
much ease due to the immaculate planning by masterda, but though they got many 
arms but could not find the ammunitions. So they shifted themselves to Jalalabad 
Hills were they confronted the advancing British forces on 22 April 1930. The 
revolutionaries lost 19 of their men and the rest dispersed to carry on the Guerrilla 
warfare. The prominent revolutionaries that lost their lives in this highly romanticised 
revolutionary activities (shot dead or latter died in prisons by death sentence or due to 
illtreatment are the followings: 
Surya Kumar Sen alias Masterda: another important revolutionary as a part of the 
Chittagaon armoury raid incident is Surya Kumar Sen Masterda. He was also for 
front leader for the incident. This incident is a turning point in the history of freedom 
movement. Surya Kumar Sen alias Masterda born on 18 October 1893 in village 
Noapara of distt. Chittagong of former undivided Bengal (now in Bangladesh). 
Graduate in arts; Teacher in Umatara High school, Chittagong. He joined the 
Revolutionary Party in 1918, and took   part in the Non-Cooperation movement 
(1921). Subsequently, he became the leader of the Chittagong branch of the militant 
revolutionary organization, known as the Indian Republican Army. On 23 December 
1923 he organised the political dacoity in the Pahartali railway office, managed to 
evade arrest and remained in the underground.  While in the underground, he 
succeeded in setting in the front in fight up revolutionary centers in the tea-garden 
areas of Assam, Silchar, Karimgunj, Gauhati, Sibsagar, etc.  Arrested in 1924, Sen 
was detained without trial for four years. On his release in 1927, he planned and later 
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executed the famous raid on the British armoury at Chittagong on   18 April 1930. He 
led the attack on the armoury personally, seized the magazines and guard room. He 
was also against the British soldiers on the Jalalabad Hill on 22 April 1930. Evading 
arrest by the police, he directed revolutionary activities from his secret hide-outs. He 
was detected in the house of Sabitri Chakrabarty at Patiya and surrounded by a 
military squad on13 June 1932. But he managed to slip away after a brief armed 
encounter. Again surrounded by armed police and soldiers at Goirala on 16 February 
1933, he was finally captured, following a fight. Subjected to brutal beatings and 
tortures by the police, and sentenced to death, he died on the gallows in the 
Chittagong Jail on 11 January 1934. 
Rajen Lahiri: Hailed from Mohanpur village of Pabna District, East Bengal 
(now Bangladesh) He was born in June 1901 and his father’s name is Kshitish 
Mohan Lahiri. He was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association. The British arrested him and sentenced to imprisonment in the 
Dakshineswar Bomb case. Previously he took part in the Kakori Mail Dacoity 
on 9 August 1925 and also in the raids by the revolutionaries at Sherganj, 
Bichpuri and Mainpuri. Brought for the Kakori Case, tried and sentenced to 
death, he was executed on 17 December 1927 in Gonda Jail (Uttar Pradesh).  

(c) Gandhian Movements 
The Gandhian mass movements like Non-cooperation, Civil Disobedience movement 
and Quit India movement had participation from whole of India and Bengal being no 
exception. Many participants of these movements were martyrs, and many more 
jailed and some died during their imprisonments.  
Some of the important freedom fighters who inspired by the Gandhian Movement 
from present Bangladesh are listed here.  

• Rohini Kumar Kar of Harishpur of Bangladesh and followed Gandhi. 

• Abdul Karim Golam Jilani resident of Algirchar village, district Dacca of 
Bangladesh. He was one of the freedom fighter and followers of Gandhi. 

• Manoj Mohan Das; Hrishikesh Saha; Bipul Chandra Basak; Dinesh Gupta; 
Madhusudan Datta; Manoranjan Bhattacharji; Moti Qunango; Naresh 
Chandra Ray; Nirmal Kumar Sen; Prabhas Chandra Bal; Pritilata 
Waddedar; Ardhendu Dastidar, etc. from Bangladesh region also they 
participated in the Gandhian movements for India’s Freedom Struggle.  

(d) Tehbhaga Movement- The Tebhaga movement was against the land lords of the 
Bengal region. The peasants protected against the land lords in 1946-47. The 
demand of the Tebhaga (sharing by thirds) movement was to reduce the share given 
to landlords to one third. Several peasants participated in this movement and few 
among them are as follows:  
Hajari Mandal: Hailed from distt. Mymensingh of Bangladesh was a poor peasant. 
When the poor peasants of Mymensingh launched in 1946-47 a strong agitation 
against the oppressive Tanka System, Hazari Mandal look part in it. He was shot dead 
by the Jotedars’ men for daring to stand against them. 
Tatnarayan Ray: Hailed from v. Khagakhariribari, p.s. Dimla, distt. Rangpur, 
Bengal (now in Bangladesh). In the second week of January 1947 some Jotedars of 
Dimla, armed with guns, attacked the houses of the bargadars sharecroppers to snatch 
away their crops. The bargadars led by Tatnarayan Ray and Bachcha Muhammad 
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resisted the attack. Tatnarayan Ray was shot by Jotedars and their men during the 
resistance and died on the spot. 

 

II Formation of Bangladesh and India’s Contribution: 
 

India intended in the conflict of the East Pakistan (Later Bangladesh) and West 
Pakistan and finally India made Military operation to the help of East Pakistan in 
1971. Due to the Indian help the leaders from the East Pakistan could achieve the 
Succession and formed a new country known as Bangladesh.  Many Indian soldiers 
sacrificed their lives for the formation of Bangladesh. The Shodh Yatri team will 
search the narratives the stories related to the 1971 war in Bangladesh.   
The Shodh Yatri team will look into the martyrs, leaders, their family details and 
their family association with the society. The team will also search for narratives 
associated with the nationalist fighters’ stories, their relations, etc. also the team 
will look into the major incidents, movements, conspiracies, etc. 


