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Collate Best practices in conversion of insanitary latrines into sanitary latrines in 

congested urban areas 

 

Solutions discussed below assuming congested urban areas are typical urban slums or high density 

residential areas. These require multi-pronged solutions as these are multi-pronged problems. 

Root cause of these problems is rather simple. Encouraging people to flout rules and build wherever 

and however they like, forgetting basic human requirement of fresh air, water & sanitation. Insanitary 

conditions are the direct result of these activities. 

To rectify the dense urban Insanitary area problem and to create a long term hygenic latrines, 

the following multi-pronged approach to be adopted: 

1. Re-planning these urban congested areas, removing of encroached water nallas and 

creating well spaced, well light high rise homes, which have toilets inside homes. Importance 

of this suggestion is discussed below: 

 

a. Common toilets are never maintained in hygenic condition, as it is collective 

responsibility and no one maintains it. Slowly it becomes dysfunctional and open areas 

are used again. 

b. Toilets inside home are individual responsibility and it cannot smell or be unhygienic for 

one’s own living. 

c. By building well planned high rises, we will be solving not only problem of insanitary 

condition, but also proper sunlight and air for healthy living. 

d. Modular pre-cast houses are stronger, comparatively cheaper and faster in construction. 

e. Exposed pipe line construction allows rectifying leakages with minimal maintenance cost. 

 

2. We Indians require water for ablution and paper concept does not work for us. In view of this, 

water is required in toilets and has to be conservative in consumption too. To achieve this, 

the following points could help us conserve. 

a. Every household to get water in controlled limited pressure and quantity.  

b. All water consumed to be metered and charged at escalated rates for higher 

consumption. Option of disconnecting water supply for non-payment should be 

implemented. 

c. All flushing to be done by recycled water only. 

 

3. Modular, bio-reactor STP’s to be provided which have minimal maintanence cost and are 

maintained by manufacturer. 

 

4. Along with these adopt waste seggregation, composting, recyclying and incineration of bio-

medical water for Best Sanitary conditions. 
 

5. For other urban high density areas, where building rules are flouted, correction by demolition, 

will deter other areas getting unplanned growth. 

 


